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SATURDAY, JUNE 22, 1900.

A REAL, LIVE HERO.

There are heroes and heroes, but no
chevalier stands higher in the admira-
tion of the lovers of powerful govern-
ment than one Joseph Merrill, sheriff
of the obscure little town of Carroll’
ton, Georgia.

What did he do? Not much. per-
haps, in the eyes of those who rate he-
roes by the old time standards of lead-
ing great armies and taking magnifi:
eent cities. He simply did his sworn
duty, and protected a prisoner intrust
ed to his care until the case could be
disposed of by the final action of the
legal authorities. The fact that the
prisoner was black, and had been con'
victed of a heinous offense cut no figure
in the philosophy of Merrill. His duty
lay in safely holding the body of the
man uatil called upon to deliver up to
some other officer of the law. A mob,
fearing that justice was about to mis-
carry or at least meved too slowly to
suit the needs of the case, turned out
to perform the usual lynching stint,
expeeting to find the sheriff the usual
easy mark, with the usual bluff of re:
sistance that wouldn't resist very stren*
uously. Here was where the mob
reckosed without its host. Merrill,
assisted by but two companions, took a
determined stand against the surrender
of the prisoner, and to hold the moo at
bay. the use of fire'arms became neces*
sary. One of the attacking party was
killed outright, and others were severe*
ly wounded. Mobs are invariably
cowardly, and the members speedily
took to their heels after this enslaught
Merrill’s act was that of a real, live
hero—a hero whose aititude cannet be
estimated at this brief remove from the
Carrollton incident

Here was a white man, piaced by
virtue of his office, in charge of a mis-
erable Negro prisoner, of whose guilt
there was but little doubt. Arrayed
against him were the putative *‘best
citizens” of the neighborheod—his
friends, and perhaps relatives. To
have yielded would have brought no

discredit wpon his valor, while resist:

ance might, and probably will, place
him without the pale of local tolerance.
and he might be compelled to surren
der his office in answer to an adverse
public sentiment. Dury called him,
however. and he pever flinched. He
fought the good fight, and carried his
point. What a splendid precedent has
been established! What an encobling
example has been set for the conservat-
ers of law and order! What a shame-
ful light has Merrill placed about the
cowardly sheriffs who have heretofore
been ‘‘powerless’” to live up to their
sworn duty!

The country needs more Sherift
Merrills. Let his tribe .acrease, and
we shall soon see the last of the infa-
mous blight of lynching, that is fast
setting at naugzht our pretensions to
being a Christian nation. Sheriff Mer:
rill is a hero, every inch of him,

Nobody cares for the Negro as a
Negro,; but it is possible for the Nea
gro to win the approval of the right:
thinking peeple by giving evidence
of character and capacity,

THERE IS LIGHT AHEAD.

The attitude of the Alabama Consti-
tutonal Coenvention is threatening to
the future well-being of the Negro, and
at first glance most of us have been in-
clined to give up hope for any consid-
eration at the hands of its members.
But a new light has been thrown upon
the situation by a strong letter written
to the convention by Ex-Governor
Thomas G. Jones, opposing the distran-
chisement of the black men, and giv-
ing excellent reasons therefor. The
letter is published in the Montgomery
Adveruser of June 4, and no better or
stronger argument against disfranchise
ment, nullification and veiled fraud
has ever been given to the public. As
ex-Governer Jones is a potential factor
in the convention and promises to lift
up his voice along the lines indicated
in his letter, it is evident that there are
still reasons to hope for a favorable
turn of events before the end of the
session. Advices from observant men
who have spent some time in Mont-
gomery show light ahead, and things
are not as bad as it was feared they
might be. In our next ssue, The Col-
ored American will go into this matter
more thoroughly, as it is to the highest
importance to the race everywhere.

AN END TO THIRD TERM uOSSIP,

In promptly putting an end to the
third term talk by a short, pointed and
unequivocal declaration, President
McKinley bas again commended him-
self to the country as a patriot, a high.
minded citizen, looking for nothing
but the public good. The gossip as to
bis intention to aspire for the honor
which Washington declined and which
Grant was was denied, was of incon-
sequential character at this time, but
it would have grown to a point where
the national policies might have been
misconstrued and our success in deal-
Ing with some important problems
might have been seriously endangered.
Mr. McKinley has set all speculation
at rest, and the country can go on,
striving to adjust its difficulties, un
hampered by spooks and goblins of im-
perial ambitions. 7The presidential
ﬁpld is now wide open, and the as-
pirants are free to rally their forces for
[904. President McKinley has done
wisely in so frankly declaring his po-
sition,

Bet it down in your memorandum
that tha Hon. Binger Herrmann will

remain at the head of the
Land Office, Seoesd

7 hird term talk is “‘hot air.”’

After, all, the Negro is sometimes
given the benefit of a doubt. At Roa-
noke, Va., the other day, the dead
body of a man was found ina pool of
water. The remains were 1n such de’
plorable condition that it -was a ques:
tion whether the corpse was that of a
white or a colored man. 'The e>roner
guessed colored, the undertaker guessed
white. The coroner compromised the
matter by giving the weight of evi
dence to the Negro side and ordered
the burial of the body in the colored
cemetery. It will be interesting to
know what some people will do when
they find black folks in heaven.

Booker T. Washington’s ringing
address to tkhe Alabama consti’
tutional convention was sufficient reply
to all the eritics who try to gain
notoriety by barking at his heels. His
address was the manly appeal of a
tribune, pleading for a people, strug:
gling beneath the wheels of the deadly
juggernaut of American prejudice. It
was a masterly effort, and will not be
without benefit in the days that are to
come.

It would seem that civilization and
liberty have ceased to be running
mates.

The Sunday Globe 18 a “warm
member,” but it may do good if it suc
ceeds in calling attention to some of
the palpable abuses that have been
perpetrated without rebuke for several
years in the executive departments
Officials are careful when they know
that a keen'witted newspaper man is
after them—and well they may be,

Senator Forakes iz being tried over
the presidential course, and his train*
ers say he shows up well, and can safe
ly be played for a place. Somehow
Mr. Henry Y. Arnett always pricks
up his ears when the name of the sen-
ior Ohio Senator is mentioned in this
connection.

Courageous men do not stop at vile
inuendo. 1hey file specific charges.

Prof. Kelly Miller is a thiaker, and
the meed of appreciation he is receiving
at the hands of the best elements of
this cosmopolitan municipality, indi*
cates that public spirit and the high
purpose of giving honor while the soul
is here to receive it, are not dead issues
in the true Afro-American,

No man in this community has
grown more rapidly in popular ifavor
the past three years than Prof. W, H
Richards, of Howord U niversity’s law
department. There is something good
in store for him, because real merit
cannot long go unrewarded.

With all deference to those who
those who come within the purview of
our remark, the man who is opposed
to the opening of libraries and art gal-
leries on the Sabbath day is invariably
a crank,

The pigmies of the Harrisburg con-
ference who went out of their way to
attack Booker T. Washington sue-
ceeded—in advertising their own as*

sininity and unspeakable narrowness
in mental seope,

Our cartoon in last week’s issue, il-
lustrating the relative sizes of Booker
T. Washington and his detractors, has

———

Preachers who meddle with things
tha@ do not. concern the business 1
saving souls invariably get into trouble,

The wise shoemaker sticks to his last

. The National Afro'Ame:i;an Coun-
cil needs a national organizer How
about it, Messrs. Walters, For

! tune,
White, Lawson and others’

And after all it was Mayti
who got the red hat,

7
HELil

Speaking of the new creeds and new
churches, would’nt Justice Harlan

make a hit in a congregation of rrang
old ““dissenters”? -

Booker T. Washington didn’t really
need the advertisement the Harris.

burg convention of preachers foreed
upon him,

Political, social and religious as
sassins are invariably cowards,

The personal tax law will be re
pealed as it should be. It is unsuited

g)_ the needs of the District of Colum:
ia.

_Secretary Cortelyou would look well
with his nether extremities resting com:
fortably beneath the Cabinet table,

i

1 hose who are in the right never
lack for courage.

There is a feeling that Justice Har
lan would make a rattling good presi-
dent.

—_——

The Colored High School,

The commencement exercises of the
coiored high schooll took ylace at the
C.lambia theatre last Thursdsy night,
June 18th, before a large and represen-
tative andience. The class was s large
one and many bright young men and
women received their diplomas. Mrs,
John R. Francis, the school comumis-
sioner, presided. The address was de-
livered by Prof, Ke¢lly Millerin bis own
inimitable style, while the remarks by
commissioner McFailand were inter-
spersed with wit and wisdom. Prof,
Robert H. Terrell is to be congratulated
upon the most excellent showing of his
claes and the manner in which the
exercises were carried out. The Em-
pire orhestra, Mr. Alexander Eewell
manager, rendered music at intervals
during the exercises.

Netice to Baltimore Subscrinpers.

Mr. F. F. Jonnson of 690 Mulberry
street, Baltimore, Md., who was some
weeks ago appointed to collect b:l 5 and
represant The Colored American is no
longer connected with the paper in any
way and the putlic is warped against
paying him any monies or showing him
any courtesies on account of The Col-
ored American.

The Bachelor-Benediet Clab held 1ts
regular annual meeting at the res-
denceof Mr, II. Y, Arnett, its retiring
president. After the tramsaction of
regular business and the election of
four new members, the following of
ficers were elected for the ensuing yearl:
Prasident, Dr. A. M. Dumss, Vice-
President Wm. L. Houston, Secrelaly
George Bapjamian, Tieasurer Wm. H.
Harrison, chairman gcverning bosard,
W. P. Napper, chairman committee 00
entertainment H. Y. Arnett, chairmal
committee on membership W. T. =

been warmly praised in all quarters, | jaoxson.




